
T H E  C A R S O N  L A W  F I R M



Q: My fiancée and I were told we could not have the same lawyer to write up our 
prenuptial agreement. Why not?
 
A: Courts want to make sure the Agreement is fair to both parties and that both parties 
were advised of their rights. A lawyer can't look out for the interests of both clients.
 

 
Q: My spouse says her lawyer insists on having a copy of my tax return and a complete 
list of my assets and debts. I don’t want her to know everything I have.
 
A: To be valid, both parties must disclose all of their assets, debts, and income.
 

 
Q: I called several lawyers to write up a prenup and they each refused, saying the 
wedding was too close but it was three weeks away.
 
A: Courts have held that Prenuptial Agreements have not been valid because they were 
signed too close in time to the wedding. Both parties need time to reflect on the terms and 
have time to negotiate.
 

 
Q: My mother is 80 and is getting married. Someone told her she needed a prenup 
because her new husband might get my inheritance if I die.
 
A: Yes, he might. Generally, if she dies just with a Will, he may receive approximately 
one-third of her estate regardless of what she says and approximately one-half if she dies 
without a Will.

 
Q: Why do most people get prenuptial agreements?
 
A: My clients want them to:
 

• Protect assets they had before marriage
• Define what will be considered Marital Property and Separate Property
• Often deal specifically with IRA’s and 401k’s



• Protect their children’s inheritance
• Protect houses owned before the marriage
• Decide whether their earnings will belong to both spouses or just the earner
• Deal with a variety of other matters depending on the client and his or her 

situation


